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PRSS NEWS








October 6, 2009
October Newsletter

Meet the Teacher Night

[image: image2.wmf]Come out and meet teachers! On Wednesday, October 7 (2-3 pm) and Thursday, October 8 (7-8:30 pm), PRSS will be hosting Parent Teacher Interviews. Wednesday times are by appointment only, and Thursday meetings take place in our gym from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm on a first come, first served basis. Please contact Ms. Long at the school (250-624-6757) to reserve an appointment time. 

Parents and students are reminded that students will have early dismissal (1:55 pm) on October 7th and 8th. Please make special arrangements for those days if your son or daughter needs to be picked up from school.  

Student Achievement Workshop

A Student Achievement Workshop will take place during the day on Wednesday, October 14 featuring the Seven Habits of Highly Effective Teens. Only 50 spaces are available, and they often go quickly. If your child is interested in attending, have them fill out the form in the Main Office. A nominal fee of $5 will be charged for the workshop.
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PAC News

Our PRSS Parent Advisory Council will be meeting again on October 14 @ 7:00 pm in Room 115. All PRSS parents are welcome. The PAC AGM takes place on November 4 @ 7 pm.
Educational News

PRSS Code of Conduct Review:
In keeping with the School Act and Provincial regulations, PRSS is currently conducting a review of its Code of Conduct. 

Teachers and Support Staff (on September 25, 2009) and members of PAC (on September 30, 2009) have reviewed the Code of Conduct and made suggestions for revision. Much work has gone into the document to gather meaningful data to inform both the design and direction of the Code of Conduct. The next step will be to meet with the 2009-2010 PRSS student Council after they are elected later this month.

[image: image4.wmf]PRSS School Improvement Plan Goal:
For 2009-2010, PRSS in cooperation with the PAC and SPC have continued to focus 
on the following goal:


1. To improve the reading comprehension of all students.

Our School Improvement Plan is reviewed yearly by teachers, support staff, students and parents. That said, the literacy work in our school continues as an area of focus, supported in part by a data collection tool known as the RAD (Reading Assessment District). This data piece focuses on “assessment for learning” and helps inform teachers on instructional practice (assessment for, of and as learning), as well as provide for data analysis over time within the School Improvement Plan. 

Attendance data will also remain a part of our discussions, as we believe there is a powerful correlation between attendance and school success. This data piece may provide some insight into the success of school cohorts as they transition from grade to grade.

Staff News

Since the last newsletter, PRSS has welcomed four new staff. This includes four new teachers: Ms. Megan Cooper (TOC), Mr. Peter Simon, Mr. Patrick Sheehan and Denise Wilson as well as a new Childcare Worker, Mrs. Kathy Liu.
Homework Club

The Homework Club is open from Monday to Thursday, 3:15 to 4:15 pm in Room 103. This is a terrific opportunity to get one-on-one help from PRSS staff who volunteer time to support students.
PRSS Newsletters by Email

Do you wish to receive PRSS Newsletters via email? Send an email to Mr. Leach at kleach@sd52.bc.ca with your name, and your child’s as a reference.

PRSS and SD 52 Websites
The PRSS website can be found at http://sd52.bc.ca/prss/
The SD 52 website address is http://sd52.bc.ca/
Both of these websites are good sources of information for students, staff, parents and guardians. Visit often.

H1N1 Swine Flu Information

Information about H1N1 has been posted around the school and can also be found on the School District 52 webpage using the following link:

http://sd52.bc.ca/?page_id=1062. The following 6 steps can help reduce the spread of the virus:

1. Stay home when you’re sick or have influenza symptoms.
2. Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
3. Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when coughing or sneezing, and throw away the tissue    

    immediately afterward.

4. Wash your hands. Washing your hands often will help protect you from getting sick.

5. Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth after contacting a surface that could be contaminated.

6. Practice other good habits like getting a good night’s sleep, remaining physically active and eating 

    properly, amongst others.

Extra Curricular Activities

A number of extra curricular activities are underway. This year’s musical, Footloose, has had auditions and begun practices. Cross country running, boys’ soccer and a number of volleyball teams are also competing within the Northwest Zone.
Important Dates
October 7, 8

Parent/Teacher Conferences (Students dismissed at 1:55 p.m.)

October 8

Grade 9 Immunizations

October 12

School is closed for Thanksgiving

October 14

Student Achievement Workshop

October 15

Post Secondary School Liaison Visit at PRSS
October 23

Province Wide Pro-D (no school for students)

October 29

Photo Retakes

November 4

Parent Advisory Committee AGM, 7 pm at PRSS

November 11

School is closed for Remembrance Day

November 27

Pro-D (no school for students)
